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measures for strengthening the law, but we are faced with
ideas and methods to which we must offer the most resolute
opposition."
The removal of Gandhi to Yeravda Jail, Poona, and
" the harsh and repressive measures " adopted against all
Congress organizations precipitated a crisis in the Congress.
Its failure to carry on the struggle against the Ordinances
created a sharp division within its ranks in regard to the
advisability of adhering to what a prominent Moslem member
of Congress described as the " reductio ad absurdum of the
principle of non-co-operation and civil disobedience/' A
section of the Congress held the view that its policy should
now be directed towards securing a stronghold within the
future Legislatures of the country and that no purpose would
be served by ignoring political realism. The extremists,
however, thought that the impact of the repression could
not undermine the Nationalist forces and that " Ordinance
Rule " was bound to fail in the sense that it could never
conquer the spirit of passive resistance although it might
temporarily suppress its more open manifestations.
In the midst of all these divergent views and differences
within the Congress, the Communal Award of the Govern-
ment was announced. I have already referred to Gandhi's
dramatic fast and to the modification of the Award that
resulted from his action. Contrary to expectation, Gandhi
was not released ; but the Government relaxed certain
prison regulations to enable him to conduct his campaign
for the awakening of the social conscience of the orthodox
Hindu communities. He appeared to have left politics
outside his mission although the Liberal leaders failed to
persuade him to declare the abandonment of civil dis-
obedience.
But trouble began over the pact. The Hindu orthodox
party realized that the degree of political concessions granted
to the depressed classes might be prejudicial to the interests
of Hindu religion, and the Hindu Mahasabha resented the
pact as well as the Communal Award of the Government

